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WALPOLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
SUPERINTENDENT NEWSLETTER    FALL, 2017 

Welcome to the Superintendent Newsletter 

The purpose of this newsletter is to improve 
communication with parents and the community.  
Each Newsletter will briefly highlight school events, 
students and staff successes, and major initiatives.  It 
is important that all of the Walpole community be 
connected to the Walpole Public Schools and 
understand the varied components of a modern 
educational institution. The informational items to 
follow are: 

1. Old Post Road School selected as National Blue 
Ribbon School 

2. Fall Town Meeting Implications 
3. Secondary School Building Study Facts 
4. Parent Events 
5. Recognitions 
 

1. Old Post Road School 
selected as National Blue 
Ribbon School 

Old Post Road School has been 
selected as a National Blue Ribbon School. Three 
elementary schools in Massachusetts received this 
award. 

OPR is the only school in Massachusetts in the 
"Exemplary High Performing Schools" 
category.  Congratulations to the students, staff, 
parents and the community for working towards 
achieving excellence in student learning.  

2. Fall Town Meeting Implications 
If Citizen Petition, Article 27 passes, it will greatly 
jeopardize Walpole’s ability to fund School 
Department capital items, such as:  1:1 computer 
initiative like many neighboring towns already have, 
replacing roofs, windows or boilers in aging buildings, 
modernizing the Schools’ emergency communication 
system with the police, and funding reserves for highly 
volatile expenses (like Special Education), and winter’s 
with expensive snow and ice removal.  

More importantly, it will impact school budgets for 
years to come.  While the proposed refund amount is 

being taken out of free cash this year, it will be $1 
million less available from revenues to support the 
school budget next year.  The loss will continue to 
compound each year.  I encourage you to discuss 
Article 27 with Town Meeting Representatives if you 
are concerned about the impact a $1 million cut will 
have on vital services for years to come.  A $1 million 
budget reduction for the Town would impact the 
School District by approximately 66%, or a cut of 
$660,000 to the base budget.  A cut of that magnitude 
would result in cuts to non-mandated personnel and 
services. The action may increase class sizes, reduce 
programs and services, and/or increase fees for 
athletics, busses, extra-curricular and Full-Day 
Kindergarten tuition.  If mandated costs escalate out 
of our control, where will the money come from? Will 
it come from regular education? 

To quote Eric Kraus, Chairman of the Board of 
Selectmen,  

“The use of $1 million in free cash to refund 
taxpayers has not been fully researched, and it is 
therefore premature at this time.  Prior to voting on 
this article, the Finance Committee sought no input 
from Town officials, Boards and Committees.  The 
Walpole Board of Selectmen discussed this Article 
and voted not to move this article forward because 
the majority was concerned that the Article was not 
fully vetted.  Further, the majority of the Board 
believed such a drastic change to the way we 
budget in Walpole could have an enormous impact 
on the services that the Town provides.  Free Cash is 
dependent upon several things, including actual 
spending and receipts received versus amounts 
budgeted.  Prison mitigation also is not dependable 
from year to year and therefore not budgeted, and 
it only becomes free cash when certified by the 
Department of Revenue.” 

Jennifer Geosits, Chairman of the School 
Committee added: “Because Free Cash is 
unpredictable, it is a good use of the money to 
invest in our Town by continuing to fund capital 
projects and reserves out of Free Cash.”  
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3. Secondary School Building Study Facts 
WPS submitted three Statement of Interest (SOI) to 
Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA) grant 
for consideration December 2017 

Issue:   

 Deficient and/or obsolete conditions of Middle 
Schools 

 Middle School/High School spaces lack 
appropriate instructional and functional spaces for 
21st century education. 

Options to be studied include, but not be limited to:  

 New HS, combine MS students (housed at existing 
HS) 

 New consolidated MS, add to HS 
 Replace both MS, add to HS 
 Renovate both MS, add to HS 
 Do nothing 

Additional options may be studied as suggested, 
subject to approval of the School Committee, Board of 
Selectman; and then funded by Town Meeting. 

If the School District is invited into the grant program, 
we will be informed by mid-December.  If not selected 
into the Gant program this year, the SOIs will be 
revised and re-submitted by April, 2018. 

 

The earliest timeline for the proposed projects 
appears to be 2020.  The timeline is as follows: 

 2017 Fall 
o October 20 Tour Middle Schools with invited 

members of Board of Selectmen, School 
Committee and Finance Committee. 

o TBD - Presentation update to Board of 
Selectmen. 

o Saturday November 18 – Public tours of 
Middle Schools.  9:00 a.m. at Bird Middle 
School; 10:00 a.m. at Johnson Middle School 

o TBD Community Presentation Forum. 

 2018 December – MSBA Decision to invite WPS into 
grant program 

If invited this year in December 2017, the following 
will occur: 

 2018 – Annual Town Meeting request for building 
options study appropriation.  Estimate $1 - $1.5 
Million 

 June 2018 – June 2019 Study and review of options 

 Fall 2019 – Final approval by MSBA on Town option 
selected 

 2020 – Board of Selectmen vote to place Debt 
Exclusion on Town election ballot 

 2020 – Walpole Vote on whether to pass overrride 
Debt Exclusioin on selected building option 

 Spring 2021-Commence Construction. 

 Fall 2022 – Transition into new or renovated 
building(s) 

 
NOTE:  MSBA grant up to 50% is a requirement to 
proceed with building options.  Throughout the 
ongoing study process, community input will be 
encouraged.  The following email is available to share 
concerns and check facts: 
schoolcommittee@walpole.k12.ma.us 

 

  

mailto:schoolcommittee@walpole.k12.ma.us
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4. Parent Events 
 October 18, at 7:00 p.m. at Elm Street School Evening 

forum focused on “Keeping Children Safe and Secure 
On-line”: WPS will be hosting an informative 
presentation and conversation for adults.  This 
presentation is sponsored by the United States 
Attorney’s Office and the Walpole Police Department. 
This is a very relevant and important topic for all in 
this ever-changing digital world. 

 October 23 in Room 112 at the Town Hall to meet the 
new Director of Student Services, Dr. John Queally. 

 Saturday November 18 – Public tours of Middle 
Schools.  9:00 a.m. at Bird Middle School; 10:00 a.m. 
at Johnson Middle School 

5. Recognitions 
 Maria Hall, WPS Nutrition Director, was selected as 

the School Nutrition Association Director of the Year.  
This honor is given to a Director who successfully 
demonstrates skills coordinating extra ordinary 
program enhancements, management and 
development of staff, involvement in the School 
Nutrition Association, and school involvement and 
community outreach. 

 The School Committee and Administration recognized 
the efforts of the Walpole Department of Public 
Works for contributing to a safe and efficient learning 
environment for students. The DPW and WPS 
collaborate to prepare the buildings and grounds. 

 Peter O’Farrell and WHS TV Production students were 
recognized for the film created highlighting rich 
opportunities available to our students in many areas 
including, academics, extra-curricular and athletics. 
Link:  http://www.walpole.k12.ma.us/home 

If you would like to review performance data for the 
school district, please visit our modern Transparency 
Center found at: 
http://www.cleargov.com/massachusetts/school/walp
ole/2015 

 

 
 

QUICK LINKS: 

http://www.walpole.k12.ma.us// 

School Committee Meeting Minutes and Meeting 
televised link 

Walpole Public School Policies 

Follow us on Twitter at:  @WalpolePS 

Town of Walpole website 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

10/16 School Committee Meeting 
 (before Town Meeting) 

10/16 Town Meeting 

10/17 Quebec Parent Night at BMS 

10/18 Internet and Social Media presentation, 
 7:00 PM, @ Elm Street School 

10/19 Middle School Conferences 

10/25 Elementary Parent-Teacher Conferences 

10/26 Middle School Conferences 

10/26 School Committee Meeting 

10/27 Early Release 

10/27 K-Gr. 8 Conferences 

 

http://www.walpole.k12.ma.us/home
http://www.cleargov.com/massachusetts/school/walpole/2015
http://www.cleargov.com/massachusetts/school/walpole/2015
http://www.walpole.k12.ma.us/
http://www.walpole.k12.ma.us/about/school_committee/sc_meetings__agendas_and_minutes
http://www.walpole.k12.ma.us/about/school_committee/sc_meetings__agendas_and_minutes
http://www.walpole.k12.ma.us/for_parents/policies_and_forms
https://twitter.com/WalpolePS
http://www.walpole-ma.gov/

